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The Three Village Historical Society 
welcomes two volunteer interns, Carlo 
LaMorelle and Andrew Crawford who are 
working with the office staff during July 
and August.  On Tuesdays they are 
assisting Karen Martin at our main 
archives in Emma Clark Library.  They 
work at headquarters on Thursdays.  These 
juniors from Miller Place High School want 
to gain work experience and improve their 
social interactions in a history setting.  The 
two students are assisting with organizing a 
collection of map reprints to be made 
available for purchase, scanning slides for 
digital accessibility, and keeping records 
(date, grantee and file location) of deeds 
kept at TVHS archives.  Their supervisor, 
Birgit Martino, spends a brief time each 
week following their progress.  She works 
as a Career consultant with the Miller Place 
school district.  Our aim is to provide 

hands-on experience in a work setting 
that will be both enjoyable and 
productive.  

Pictured:  foreground:  Carolo LaMorelle 
and background:  Andrew Crawford. 

Photo courtesy of Maryanne Vigneaux 

The Three Village Historical Society is the 
recipient of a $1,000 Best Buy TagTeam 
Award for volunteer efforts of their Best 
Buy Employees. 
 
Best Buy provides TagTeam Awards to rec-
ognize and reward an employee for their 
service to their community through volun-
teerism with non profit organizations.  

The Society is very fortunate to have such 
a volunteer. 
 
Congratulations and thank you to Bev 
Tyler for your countless hours and dedi-
cation to the Society.  His commitment to 
fostering, preserving and educating the 
public about the ñlocal historyò of the 
Three Village area in unwavering. 

Chicken Hill was a neighborhood that oc-
cupied roughly a quarter mile radius 
around the Setauket Methodist Church at 
Route 25A and Main Street.  Thomas Har-
rison, a sophomore at C. W. Post, has been 
working with the Rhodes Committee to 
determine the historic landowners and 
renters in the Chicken Hill neighbor-
hood.  Using the chains of title developed  

by Sy Robbins, he is generating a list of 
landowners by decade.  This list will then 
be compared to the decennial census 
lists. By comparing the two lists, the resi-
dents of Chicken Hill can be determined, 
as well as, their landlords.  This informa-
tion will help develop an exhibit planned 
for the Chicken Hill community.  
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SPIES!  
 

How a Group of Long 
Island Patriots Helped 

George  
Washington Win the  

 Revolution.  

Exhibit Hours:  
Open Sundays from 
 1:00 PM 4:00 PM.  

 
Admission: $5 adults, $3 TVHS members and chil-
dren 12 and under. Others times available by ap-
pointment. Call the Three Village Historical Society 
Monday-Friday 10:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. for more in-
formation: 631 -751-3730 or email: info@tvhs.org  

In the 19th century some LI wives joined their 
ship captain husbands on voyages to all points on 

the globe. Many children were raised on board 
ship. Experience how these women and children 

lived, played and worked on sailing ships. 
  

Exhibit Hours:  
Monday-Friday, 10:30 a.m.-2:30 a.m. (excluding 

holidays) 
Sundays from 1-4:00 p.m.  

The TVHS was the recipient of a generous donation from 
Astoria Federal Savings to be used for the re-printing of the 
Spies! Book.  Pictured left to right:  Donna Smith, Director 
of Education, Connie Burawa of Astoria Federal Savings 
and Society President Patricia Yantz.  (Photo courtesy of John 
Yantz.) 

From Merrick to Manorville, the TVHS 
has made history come alive for children 
in classrooms across Long Island.  Stu-
dents experienced what life was like 150 
years ago through participation in the 
program ñLong Island Long Agoò.  In 
the program ñAmerican Indians on 
Long Island and New Yorkò, students 
also learned about Algonquian life on 
Long Island playing Indian games and 
studying artifacts.  Many students heard 
the story of the Culper Spy Ring, told 
using hands-on activities to simulate the 
act of sending messages via codes and 
invisible ink.   
 
Another opportunity for students to 
learn about the spy ring was through the 
eyes of the farmer, Abraham Woodhull 
ï portrayed by Bev Tyler.  Classes  

traveled to Setauket to see firsthand 
where Woodhull lived and spied.  All in 
all, the mission of educating children in 
the larger community is being accom-
plished  by the programs offered by the 
TVHS.   

A field trip to Patriots Rock led by Abraham 
Woodhull. 
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Dear Friends: 
 
The much anticipated Summer is finally here and some people are now looking back 
to Winter with a changed attitude. I have been hearing many people comment that 
they now miss all that beautiful snow!  
 
The past few months have been busy as usual for the Society. The photo exhibit, 
"Stony Brook: A Village Lost to Time" at the Port Jefferson Village Center was 
a success. I would like to thank Ken Brady, Port Jefferson Village Historian, Dr. 
Frank Turano, Karen Martin, archivist and the entire Rhodes Committee for the 
outstanding exhibit. The opening reception on May 6th was a great time had by all. I 
would like to thank Steve Healy, Steve Hintz, Patty Cain, Janet McCauley, Barbara 
Lynch and Karin Lynch. A very sincere thank you to Mario's restaurant for the gen-
erous food donation and for making this event so enjoyable. 
 
In the true spirit of preserving our shared heritage members of the Society marched 
in both the Setauket Memorial Day Parade and the 4th of July parade in Port Jeffer-
son. I would like to thank all who remembered and honored our Country by march-
ing. 
 
The Annual Yard Sale was yet again another successful event for the Society. Mi-
chael O'Dwyer and Patty Cain and all our volunteers did a fantastic job. 
 
A very special thank to Bev Tyler for representing the Society at the Caroline Church 
Fair again this year, it was a beautiful day and a good turn out as well. 
 
The Society is very fortunate to have so many kind and caring members who give of 
their time and talent to help make us the wonderful organization that we are. As I 
have said before, all of our activities would not be possible without our giving volun-
teers. They are the very heart of the Society, so a very sincere thank to you all. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Patricia Yantz,  

President  

I n the short ten months since October 3rd, 2010 ï 
the opening of the Spies! exhibit at TVHS ï visitors 
have come from near and far to learn how the Cul-
per spies helped George Washington win the Ameri-
can Revolution.  As soon as you step into the exhibit, 
the story comes alive with vivid images, maps and 
wall texts.  In the code room, hands-on activities 
demonstrate how the Culpers wrote and sent their 
messages.  The computer software program provides 
the opportunity to explore the events in greater 
depth, or play various games that highlight the 
unique contributions of the individual spies.  So, 
come and spend a pleasant afternoon at the exhibit!  
Take a step back in time and absorb the rich history 
that is part of Setauket and the Three Villages. 

A Sunday at the Spies! Exhibit 



By Beverly C. Tyler  
Historian, Three Village Historical Society  
 
I n late June my wife and I drove to Canada for a 
three week vacation. Our first stop was the 
Province of New Brunswick. In 1783, at the end of 
the Revolutionary War, thousand of loyalists, many 
from Long Island, left the then fledgling United 
States for British territory in Canada. Many settled 
in New Brunswick including Colonel Richard 
Hewlett.  
 
Hewlett was a trusted loyalist officer who was 
tasked by New York Royal Governor Tryon with 
securing patriot arms and ammunition. Hewlett, 
whose ancestors settled Hempstead, Queens 
County, Long Island, was also commander of the 
Loyalist fort in Setauket. In August of 1777, Col. 
Hewlett and his small force of loyalist soldiers 
successfully defended their position in the fortified 
Setauket Presbyterian Church. At one point in 
response to Patriot General Parsonôs request that 
they surrender, Col. Hewlett replied to his men, I 
will stand by you as long as there is a man left.ò 
 
After the war, as detailed in Hope Restored: The 
American Revolution and the Founding of New 
Brunswick, by Robert Dallison, ñUpon the 
evacuation of New York, General Sir Guy Carleton 
appointed Hewlett commander of all the provincial 
corp going to the St. John River Valley. He was 
responsible for disbanding them, assuring that they 
received their allotted supplies, and assisted them 
to obtain their land grants.ò 
 
We spent the first night in Fredericton, the capital 
of New Brunswick and explored the history of the 
city. Fredericton was a garrison town with British 
troops stationed there from 1785 until about 1857. 
We explored the Officerôs Square and the 
preparations for the changing of the guard. 

We left Fredericton and drove south to 
Queenstown. Hewlett named the area the parish of 
Hampstead after his home on Long Island. He 
named the larger area Queenstown. Along the St. 
John River, Queenstown is a bucolic area of rolling 
hills and farms. Hewlett also named the large 
island in the river Long Island. We explored the St. 
Stephenôs Anglican and the graveyard where 
Colonel Richard Hewlett and his family are buried. 
At the time we did not discover the location of his 
home. 

Two weeks later we headed back through New 
Brunswick to find the Hewlett house. We were not 
sure if we would be any more successful this time. 
Along the road in Queenstown we saw a man 
cutting down the tall grass along the road. He 
introduced himself as Mr. Scovil. He noted that his 
ancestors came up from Long Island in 1783 the 
same as Hewlett and he said that his family 
married into the Hewlett family. He told us to take 
the driveway before the church where the Hewlett's 
are buried and that the family might not be there, 
but he was sure they would welcome the inquiry if 
they were. Down a stone and grass driveway we saw 
the well-maintained historic house. No one was 
home, however, prominently displayed on the 
outside wall, facing the road was a plaque from the 
Heritage Canada Foundation, ñ1980 Regional 
Award of Honour - for the preservation of The 
Hewlett House.ò The Hewlett House is said to be 
the oldest in New Brunswick. 
 

Continued on page 5 
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rent church building was built in 1905. The Graveyard, 
includes many Hewlett family members. The tallest 
stone is a memorial to Col. Richard Hewlett. 

Hewlett named the island in the St. John River, Long 
Island.  



 

 

Sarry Ann Sells  "Molasses Cookiesò 
 

Ingredients:  
¾ cup (12 Tbs) Crisco  2 tsp baking soda Preparation:  
1 cup sugar   1 tsp cinnamon  Preheat oven to 350o F. 
1 extra large egg   1 tsp ground ginger Line cookie sheets with parchment or silicone mats 
¼ cup (4 tbs) molasses  ½ tsp ground cloves 
2 cups all-purpose flour   ¾ tsp salt  
    
Directions:  
Blend together Crisco and sugar.  Add the egg and molasses and beat until thoroughly mixed.  In a separate 

bowl, sift together flour, baking soda cinnamon, ginger, cloves and salt.  Stir ¼ dry ingredients to wet ingredi-

ents and blend.  And add the remainder ¼ at a time.  Roll dough into 1" balls and roll in additional sugar.  

Place balls on cookie sheet about 1" apart and press center with your finger.  Bake 13 minutes.  Cool on wire 

racks and enjoy. 

On Tuesday, May 31st, a 
headstone was placed at 
the grave site of Sarah Ann 
Sells, forty seven years 
after her passing.  Sarah 
ñSarryò Ann was buried in 
1964 in an unmarked 
grave in the Laurel Hill 
Cemetery on Christian 
Avenue in Setauket. 
 
Born in 1871, Sarah Ann 
was a life long resident of 
Setauket, known never to 

be without her corn cob pipe.  She lived in the old 
Ida Jane House that was once located south of 
Main Street (25A) on Gnarled Hollow Road.  Sarah 
Ann always had a plate of homemade molasses 
cookies ready for  children who stopped by on their 
way home from the old Setauket School behind 
Marioôs Restaurant.  Her front porch was a  

favorite hang out for any  
one  needing advice or to 
see a warm and caring 
face.  During the memo-
rial service, one of her 
grandsons, Bill Sells, 
shared stories of Sarah 
Ann.  She will always be 
remembered as a special 
person who touched the 
lives of so many. 
 
The dedication was of-
fered by the Reverend 

Gregory L. Leonard of the Bethel AME Church.  
Joseph Bova and Carlton òHubò Edwards officiated 
the ceremony. 
 
The head stone was donated by the Bryant Family 
of the Bryant Funeral Home and Fricke Memorials.  
A reception followed at the Emma S. Clark Library.  

Historic circa 1785 home of Colonel Richard Hewlett  

Colonel Richard Hewlett was born in 1729 and died 
July 26, 1789 at the age of 59. His gravestone in-
scription says, ñTo the memory of Lieut. Col. Rich-
ard Hewlett who served as captain at the conquest of 
Canada and contributed to the capture of Fort Fron-
tenac Aug 1758 and at the breaking out of the Ameri-
can Revolution 1775 and received a lieutenants Colo-
nels commission and served during the war under 
General Oliver Delancy...ò 
 

Photos courtesy of Bev Tyler 


